An Examination of Midwifery Practice in
New Brunswick using Administrative Data

This project uses administrative data to describe midwifery services and clients in NB, from
the profession’s inception in the province in 2017, through 2020.

What proportion of home births result in hospitalization of baby or mother?

Total NB Births From Midwifery Home Births  Hospitalization
from 2017-2020 26.3%

Midwifery Births Total Midwifery Births

from 2017-2020
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NICU of Baby from
Midwifery Home Births
500 67.3% No Hospitalization
73.7% NICU
Non-Midwifery Births No NICU 46.6%
99.3% 53.4%

Mote for Comparison: 9.9 - 31.8% of home births transfer to hospital.
See: Transfer to hospital in planned home births: a systematic review - PMC (nih.gov]

What services were provided by NB midwives from 2017-2020?

Frequency of most common midwifery services recorded in NB Medicare shadow billing data,

2017-2020
Attendance at Labour 51
Pre Natal Complete Examination 106
Obstetrical Care Delivery 165
Home Visits, Additional Member 506
Emergency Visits 249 - ‘
Well Baby Care 626
Home Visits 680

Pre or Post Natal Visits 2786

What are the Basic Demographic and Socioeconomic Characteristics of Fredericton
Midwifery Centre Clients (NB’s sole clinic) from 2017-2020?
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1.Canadian Index of Multiple Deprivation quintile (source: Statistics Canada- area-level)

2.Census and PCCF+ (2016)

3.Social assistance data (NB CASE) (SD-5A1)

4.Citizen Data

5.Physician Billing 2017-2020 EST.1785

6.Discharge Abstract Data (DAD) 2014-2020 UNIVERSITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK
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